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Celebrating Our Golden Year!

The Savannah State University
Class of 1976

May 7-9, 2026

Savannah, GA |




REUNION
Lvents

Thursday, May 7, 2026
Welcome Feceplion

May

Fazirfield by Marriott Inn & Suites
Hospztality Suite 201, 2nd Floor
Meet and Greet; pick up gift bags.
Thurs.: 4:00 -7:00 PM

3801 Abercorn Street, Savannah, 31405
® =Ticket required.

A

Friday, May 8, 2026

Keunion Commencement Day’

® 8:30 AM- Reunion Breakfast hosted by the Office of
Alumni Relations, King-Fragier Center- Wear your /l/
reunton shirt. Remember your cap and gown! qy

9:00-10:4YAM-Day 2 Packet Pick-up
Fazdrfield Inn, Hospitality Suite 201, 2" Floor

> © 06 0 0 O ¢

o
11:45 AM- Arrival and line-up in full vegalia
12:45 PM Commencement Processional
Enmarket Arena, 620 Stiles Ave., 31415

J:00 PM Dinner, Sakura Buffet, 220 Eisenhower Dy.
$16.49+tax and gratuity. Tell host you are with the
Party Room group reservation, then pay cashier.

Saturday, May 9, 2026
20" feunion [ uncheon

e ® 12 Noon Student Union Ballrooms B-C
L 2" Floor (Building next to the arena)
? Attive: “Casual Elegant”
Benediction
Please Remain for Class Photos
Dismissal
See you at homecoming!
Week of Oct. 12-17, 2026

May



https://www.bing.com/maps/directions?ty=0&v=2&sV=1&rtp=%7Epos.32.074066162109375_-81.11160278320312__Enmarket%2520Arena_&mode=d&cp=32.074066%7E-81.111603&lvl=16&style=r
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Savannah
State

University

June & August 1976
graduates

It's time to relive the memories, reconnect
with old friends, and rejoice in the journey
since our college days.

OFcllcw our web page and stay in touch
after the celebration!

https://www.ssunaaclassof1976.com/ "'?.1:



From The Office of the President

DR. JERMAINE WHIRL
April 8, 2026

Dear Members of the Savannah State University Class of 1976,

Welcome home, and congratulations on the celebration of your 50th Golden Reunion—a truly
historic milestone for Savannah State University.
On behalf of the University, | extend my heartfelt congratulations to the SSUNAA-Class of 1976

Chapter, Inc. for your extraordinary commitment to Savannah State and for the legacy you
continue to build through service, leadership, and philanthropy. Your class embodies what it
means to be Forever a Tiger, and your impact is evident across generations of students, alumni,
and the broader SSU community.

We are honored to welcome you back to campus as you commemorate five decades since your

graduation. Your reunion offers a meaningful opportunity to reflect on your collective journey
while celebrating the profound and lasting contributions you have made to Savannah State
University and to your respective professions and communities.

Your class’s record of excellence speaks volumes—from being the first affinity chapter of the

SSU National Alumni Association, to earning numerous alumni honors, to providing more than
$50,000 in scholarships supporting undergraduate and graduate students. These
accomplishments represent just a portion of your collective impact and serve as a powerful
testament to your enduring legacy.

As Savannah State looks boldly toward the future, | also want to thank the Class of 1976 for

being an integral part of The UpRoar—a collective movement that celebrates our legacy while
advancing our shared vision for student success, institutional excellence, and impact. Your
leadership, generosity, and unwavering Tiger pride continue to help carry Savannah State
University forward, ensuring that the strength of our past fuels the promise of our future.

As you gather to celebrate this Golden Reunion, please accept my deepest appreciation for

your loyalty, generosity, and lifelong dedication to Savannah State University. We are grateful for
the path you have paved and for the inspiration you continue to provide to today’s Tigers.
Welcome back, and congratulations on this remarkable milestone!

With warm regards and Tiger pride,

/m 7

Dr. Jermaine Whirl, President



(GEORGIA

(GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Representative Edna Jackson

165th District « Democrar « Savannah

604-C Coverdell Legislative Office Bldg.
Atlanta, GA 30334
404.656.0265 - Office

March 30, 2026

Greetings to the Class of 1976!

| am elated to recognize your class for celebration of your Golden Reunion! As the
Director of Emergency School Assistance in 1971 and the Counseling Center
Information Officer years ago, this class was just entering-- eager and determined
to excel and overcome obstacles of the time. For that reason, the Savannah State
College freshmen who entered in 1972 are very special to me!

We have all evolved since that time. As the Georgia House Representative for
District 165, where the illustrious university sits, | share the pride we have for this
institution, and please know, that | will forever speak up for needed state
resources during my term and after. For the 2026 legislative term, Savannah State
University was appropriated a total of $95, 514,521! As alumni, your presence for
the annual SSU Day at the Capital made a difference. | thank you for that.

In 50 years, | have seen your class do “unceasing work for weak and strong” and
for that reason, |, along with my Georgia House colleagues, honor you during your
golden anniversary.

Please continue to work together, to advocate, to celebrate, and to represent your
Class of 1976 in the legacy of Savannah State University!

With sincere regards,
Rep. Edna B. Jackson



CuAIRMAN OF CounTtY COMMISSIONERS
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o e Chatharm County Counthousa
: Post Office Box 8181

Suite 210 - 124 Bull Sireat

Savannah, Georgea 31412

(812) 652-7950
(812) 652-T880 - fax
Chairmanf@chathamecunty arg

April 6, 2026

Greetings SSUNAA-Class af 1976 Chapter, Inc.

On behalf of the Chatham County Commissioners, I am pleased to have the esteem opporiunity
to extend a warm welcome to each of vou as you gather to celebrate SSUNAA-Class of 1976 5 o
Class anniversary.

I am sure you feel great pride in being a graduate of the oldest public historically Black
institution in the State of Georgia, which has been in existence since 1890. The Chatham
County Commission applawds your many contributions which include providing more than
530,000 in scholarships to approximately 30 undergrad and graduate students, and your
accomplishment in having two structures on Savannah State University campus resulting from
the class of 1976, the Bostic Hall named after the late Melvin Bostic and Commander Cochran's
Blue Angel plane.

We salute the many accomplished classmates from all over the United States, and our
outstanding local citizen, Huxsie Scont, the “Voice of Savannah, " the Rev. Thomas E. Williams
and Savannah native Reginald Campbell, a founding member of the Georgia Mass Choir.

I extend best wishes for o memorable and enjoyvable golden anniversary and continued success
in all your endeavors.

Sincerely,

Chester A. Eflis, Chairman
Chatham County Commission
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L Office of the Mayor Sasannal, Georgia

Van R. Johnson, 11
Mayor

May ¥, 2026
Dear Esteemed Members of the Class of 1578

It is with great pride and heartfelt appreciation that | extend warm greetings and congratulations to you as
you gather to celebrate the 50" Reunion of Savannah State University’s Class of 1976,

Reaching this remarkable milestone is a testament not only to the passage of time, but to the enduring
bonds, shared experiences, and lifelong achievements that began on the campus of Savannah State

University. As alumni, you carry forward a legacy of excellence, resilience, and leadership that continues to
inspire current and fulure generations of Tigers,

Your class came of age during a transformative period in our nation's histery, and the contributions you
have made over the past five decades, in your professions, communities and families have helped shape
the fabric of Savannah and beyond. This reunion is a meaningful opporunity to reflect on those
accomplsshments, rekindle cherished friendships, and celebrate the journay that has brought you to this
mament.

The City of Savannah is honored to welcome you back as you revisit the place where so many [felong
memories were made. May this special occasion be filled with joy, laughter, and renewed connections, as
well as a deep sense of pride in all that you have achleved.

Sinceraly

7

MayorJohnson@savannahga.gov # P.O. Box 1027 » Savannah, Georgia 31402 » (912) 651-6444 » Fax (912) 651-6805



Congratulations to the
Class of 1976
on your 50th Class

Anniversary!
We at SSU are grateful for the
contributions this class continues to
make! Here's to the next 50!

Marius L. Davis, '06, Director
Office of Alumni Relations

Congratulations, Class of 1976, on your 50 years of impact!

We proudly celebrate the Class of 1976—trailblazers, leaders, educators,
entrepreneurs, public servants, caregivers, and changemakers whose
impact bhas been felt across families, communities, and generations.

As your Southern Region Vice President, I honor:

- Your achievements and perseverance

- Your leadership and service

- Your lasting contributions to Savannah State University and the world

As you commemorate this golden milestone, we celebrate not only where

you have been—but the paths you paved for those who followed.

Cassundra €. ‘Huntley

SSUNAA Southern Region Vice President
Class of 1995

|
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Celebrating the Class of 1976 — I
)0 Golden Years!

Congratulations to the Savannah State University Class of 1976 on

reaching this extraordinary milestone. Fifty years of transforming the
knowledge gained during our Savannah State College days into lives
Silled with purpose, achievement, and Tiger Pride.

Today, we honor the memories made, the friendships cherished, and the
dedication that has carried you through this remarkable journey. What
an incredible legacy you continue to build.

Cheers to S0 years of success, service, and excellence!

A heartfelt thank you to the SSUNAA Class of 1976 Chapter for
selecting me as your 2025 Alumni Queen. Your support and
encouragement mean the world to me, and 1 am truly honored to

represent such an outstanding class.

With gratitude and Tiger Pride,

Dorothy Kirkland McCarr
2025-2026 SSUNAA Class of 1976 Chapter Queen
2025-2026 SSUNAA National Queen



gm E Facts at 50!

1. Captain Donnie L. Cochran made history in 1985 as the first African American to fly in
the outstanding Blue Angels Squadron!

2. Captain Cochran became the first Savannah State University alumnus inducted into the
Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame in 2022.

3.0ur graduates have provided over $50,000 in scholarships to approximately 30 undergrad and
graduate students since 2017.

4.Two structures sit on the Savannah State University campus resulting from the Class of 1976:
Captain Cochran's Blue Angel plane and Bostic Hall. Bostic Hall is named after the late Melvin
Bostic who started with us in 1972 but died tragically.

5.0ur class has at least one elected official, the Honorable Louise Mitchell, senior elected official,
who serves as a council member and Mayor Pro Tem of the City of Woodbine, GA.

6.Classmate Huxsie Scott, “The Voice of Savannah,” was presented a proclamation in September 2022
by the Honorable Mayor Van R. Johnson Il for over 50 years as an outstanding performer of jazz,
blues, and gospel.

7.In March 2026, it was enacted and resolved by the General Assembly of Georgia that the bridge on
State Route 204 over the CSX railroad (Bridge ID # 0510075) in Chatham County is dedicated as the
Huxsie Scott Bridge.

8.Classmate Charles Garfield Neely created history at the space agency NASA as a design engineer
for 43 years and documents his journey as a hidden figure in his autobiographical book Countdown:
From the Science Table to the Launch Pads.

9.Charles G. Young is one of only two SSU alums to be elected and served as Local Alumni Chapter
President, SSU National Alumni President and President/Chairman of the SSU Foundation. The
other alum was the late James O. Thomas, Jr

10.In 1991, Commander Welch C. Fair became the first African American to become Director of Depot
Maintenance Competition (Public/Private) at the Naval Air Systems Command in Washington, DC.

11.In 1996, Commander Welch C. Fair was the first Midshipman or Officer Candidate from Savannah
State University/Armstrong State University's NROTC Unit to become the Commanding
Officer/Professor of Naval Science at the Savannah State College/AASU Unit from March 1996 to
April 1999.

12.0n March 1, 1998, Captain Frank Smith became the first African-American Aerospace Maintenance
Duty Officer (AMDO). His tours included many firsts as an African American such as first Joint
Aviation Supply Maintenance Material Management (JASMMM) Division Head and Instructor in
198s8.

13.Classmate Rev. Thomas E. Williams entered SSC as the first Black officer in the 283rd Combat
Communication 7 Squadron, retiring at the rank of major after deployment in Vietnam and
Germany, and was presented a proclamation for 36 years of faith-based leadership by the City of
Savannah.

14.Classmate Reginald Campbell distinguished himself in music and acting and remains active. From
the Glee Club and Players by the Sea, he moved on to The Gospel Music Workshop of
Georgia/America, and television and movie roles such as in “The Resident” and “Underground
Railroad.”

15.1n 2020, classmate Evans James established an endowment for the Savannah State University Band
that is now worth $50,000!

16.2026 marks the 50" Golden Anniversary for the Savannah State College/University graduates of
1976 who are celebrating their achievements in military service, engineering, faith-based
leadership, education, entertainment, business and corporate managers, community service,
government, leadership, and more!

10
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Congratulations
/rom

feginald Campbell/

/hank you, Savannah Stale
College, for shaping my

future. E
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Congratulations lo SSUNAA —
Class of 1976
On your 50" Anniversary

From the legacy of
Samuel & Lillie Mae Chisholm

PRI T RS

Jackie Chisholm-Sheffield - ¢/0 1974
| Richard Chisholm - ¢/0 1976
% Angela Chisholm - ¢/0 1983
Carol Chisholm-Houston - ¢/0 1986
Jajuana Chisholm — ¢/0 2002
Kristina Ferrebee — ¢/0 2007

of Savannah, GA
Geneva Redmond McCormick - ¢/0 1961
Christine Chisholm-Flowers - ¢/0 1969 o
Samuel Chisholm r - ¢/0 1973 é

LIRFER



Congratulations to Mary Allen Mack-
Big Sister & Auntie

50 Years Of Impact, Innovation, and Inspiration

Love Shanta, Lashonda, Christiha, Serena, Jasmine,
Kaison & Lulu

The South Florida Chapter of SSUNAA CONGRATULATES the Class of
1976 on their 50th Reunion.
We wish you continued success. With Tiger Pride & We are Tiger
Strong!1

13



Al LT W T T e PTREET COCMIAN PELANY

COCHRAN
FAMILY FARM

Gm;gm ﬁrﬁ?u}u, E:i.m{ff%f H"ﬂ"u.ﬂd

At Cochran Family Farm, we're proud
to carry on a tradition of pecan farming
that spans generations. Nestled in
the heart of Camilla, Georgia, our
family has been cuttivating the
finest pecans in the region. With
a dedication to quality and a love for
the land, we harvest our pecans at A
peak ripeness, ensuring every bite t.rw-:'m-""' &

- = L iy ———
reflects our passion for perfection "ﬂl}-"l o

Take flight with Georgia’s Finest Cochran Pecans!
https://www.cochranfamilyfarm.com/

?QUG@GW Watie

QUILTS AND CROCHET

“Contact me today. Let’s discuss
a unique piece just for you!”
— Audrey C. Rhodes

(901) 292-6743 » AC10Teach@aol.com

¢ T-Shirt Quilts
* Baby - King-Sized
Quilts
¢ Quilted Throws
» Table & Bed Runners
* Crochet Scarves
¢ Slippers
* Hats
* Baby Blankets
* Afghans
» Make-Up
Cross/ Body Bags




Congratulations to the Class of 1976 on
50 years of service and support to our
belouved Savannah State University.

Thank you for always being the chapter that we can all count
on. May God continue to bless each of you.

METRO ATLANTA CHAPTER

NATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOC.

15




Keynote speaker
Retived Captain Donnie L. Cochran
May 9, 2026

Captain Donnie Cochran, United States Navy (retired) grew up on a farm near Pelham, GA, where many
of the fundamental values and a genuine work ethics were instilled in him by his parents. He was a 1976
graduate of Savannah State University, earning a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering Technology and
a Commission in the United States Navy.

Captain Cochran’s Navy career included duty as a fighter pilot, flying the RF-8G and F-14A & D from the
decks of the aircraft carriers USS Nimitz, USS Coral Sea, USS Enterprise, USS Ranger and the USS Kitty
Hawk. Captain Cochran was the Executive Officer and Commanding Officer of Fighter Squadron 111.
Under his leadership, in 1994 Fighter Squadron 111 earned the Battle E and Safety S as the best F-14
Squadron the Pacific Fleet. Captain Cochran completed his operational tour achieving 888 accident-
free day and night carrier landings.

Captain Cochran’s distinguished career also included two tours with the United States Navy Flight
Demonstration Squadron (The Blue Angels). In September 1985, after a very competitive selection
process, Captain Cochran was selected as the First African American Pilot to fly with the United States
Navy’s Flight Demonstration Squadron, The Blue Angels in their 40-year history. In 1986, Captain
Cochran flew the number three jet and was the last Blue Angels team to fly the A-4F Skyhawk. In 1987,
Captain Cochran flew the number three Jet for a second year and was the first Blue Angels team to fly
the F-18 in a Blue Angels airshow. In 1988, Captain Cochran flew the slot pilot position flying the number
four jetin his final year as a Blue Angels demonstration pilot.

During his tours as a Blue Angel pilot, he flew over 2,200 hours in more than 300 air shows before over
30 million spectators throughout the United States and Canada. He also served as the Professor of
Naval Science at Florida A & M University and Florida State Universities. His final assignment, he served
as the Deputy Commander, Navy Recruiting Command, second in command of over 7,000 people at
over 1500 locations around the nation and abroad. He was a command pilot with ratings and experience
in 9 types of aircraft and over 6,000 hours of flight time.

Captain Cochran retired from the Navy in November 2000 and continued his extraordinary
contributions to aviation in the civilian aviation industry. He was a flight training supervisor for United
Parcel Services UPS and a manager of Aviation Programs for the Coca-Cola Company for ten years.
Captain Cochran has received many awards and honors including the Distinguished Graduate award
from Savannah State University, selected Black Engineer of the Year for 1989, presented two Legion of
Merit Medals, (3) Meritorious Medals, Navy Commendation Medal, Air Medal and numerous other
awards and honors. And most recently, Captain Cochran was honored by Georgia’s Governor Nathan
Deal in the renaming of the old Pelham’s Detention Center to the Donnie Cochran Community Complex,
in 2016 he was inducted into the Georgia Military Veteran Hall of Fame and in February 2019, Captain
Cochran was recognized as a University System Of Georgia, Regents’ Hall of Fame Alumni &
Distinguished Friends Award. In September 2021, Captain Cochran was selected to the Georgia Aviation
Hall of Fame on April 30, 2022. 16



Program
“Glad to Be Here: Celebrating Our Golden Year”
Keynote Speaker
CAPT. Donnie L. Cochran USN (Ret)

Presiding
Anne McGhee Clark
Spencer E. White, 111, Musician

Welcome The Honorable Louise Mitchell
Mayor Pro-Tem, Woodbine, GA
Invocation/Memorial The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Williams

Pastor Emeritus, First African Baptist Church-East Savannah
Lighting of Memorial Candle-Moment of Silence

Musical Selection Huxsie D. Scott
Greetings Dorothy K. McCarr
SSUNAA Queen & Class of 1976 Chapter Queen
Greetings Adrian Scott, Vice President, University Advancement
Marius Davis, Director of Alumni Relations
The Class of 1976 Then & Now Video Pat West and James Brown
Special Greetings
Dr. Jermaine Whirl President, Savannah State University
The Honorable Chester A. Ellis Chairman, Chatham County Commissioners
The Honorable Van R. Johnson, Il Mayor, City of Savannah
Blessing of Food/Song Charles G. Young
Lunch s Served
Musical Selection Huxsie D. Scott
Special Presentation The Honorable Edna B. Jackson
GA House District 165
Introduction of Speaker CDR. Welch C. Fair, Jr. USN (Ret)
Keynote Speaker CAPT. Donnie E. Cochran USN (Ret)
Presentations Charles G. Young and Richard Chisholm

Dr. Luthenya C. Wright and Mary Allen Mack

Closing Remarks Charles G. Young, President
SSUNNA-Class of 1976 Chapter, Inc.
Singing of the University Hymn (Please stand.)

17



Continue Being an Inspiration to the Association!

Yusef Polite
Chapter President




Congratulations to the
Class of 1976 on 50 years of
serving and supporting
Savannah State University!

Mr. Kenn ' e

Metro Atlanta Chapter Member

GAAHBS %
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Congratulations on your SOth_Anniversary SSU
Class of 1976!

A special congratulations to a woman who has set the standards for education and

leadership-

Mary Mack!

Your family and friends are immensely proud of your continued service to your

HBCU, $5U. She will continue to mold ,inspire and empower the generations of
future alumni to continue the Legacy of the Elite SSU!!

From the Mack and Wilson
Family and Friends

21
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Golden. Timeless. Legendary.

Congratulations to Mrs. Mary Mack
and the Savannah State Universtty Class of 1976 on S0
remarkable years!
Your journey is a testament to persevervance, excellence,
and Tiger pride. May this celebration be filled with joy,

reflection, and gratitude.

Enjoy! Love, Michael and Karen Scott

22



Congratulations to my amasing Aunt Mary Allen Mack
and the Savannah State University Class of 1976 on
celebrating your Golden (9 0th) Graduation Anntversary!

Fifty years of legacy, excellence, and impact is something truly special. Your
dedication, perseverance, and achievements continue to inspire generations
that follow. We celebrate not only your milestone but also the powerful
history and pride of the Savannah State Class of °76.

Hevre’s to the memories, the friendships, and the lasting legacy you all

created. Congratulations and enjoy thes well-deserved celebration!

We love you... Pam & Cleo Strong — Hoover, AL

23




Congratulations to the Class of 1976 p

and

Brother Evans James

on your 50th year reunion!

From Alpha Phi Omega Fraternzty

“Sometimes you will never kenow the value of a
moment until it becomes a memory.”

Congratulations I!!

24




Congratulations and Best Wishes!

Make every day amazing and know
that Kindness always has a way of
coming back to you. GOD Bless!!

Captain Frank J. Smith, USN (Retired)

25
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Best wishes to us--

The SSU Class of 1976!

DOT GRIFFIN DRAYTON

Licensed Insurance Agent / Broke:

Helping Individuals & Families with:

Medicare « Life Insurance - IULs - Retirement Options.

Phone: 912-659-6335

Email: griffindrayton@gmail.com
Agent Nu: 875058

FREE 15-MINUTE BENEHTS CHECK-UP
Are your benefits still working for you?

v Lower out-of-pocket medical costs
v Review your current coverage

" Protect your family with life insurance

+ Explore retirement income options

Call or Text Today
912-659-6335

27




Best Wishes to All My Classmates!
Savannah State University 1976-2026

Jfrom Classmate Patricia Ann West
)0 Golden Years!

Retived SSU Assistant Professor of English,

Savannah State University
Published Author
Writing and presenting on new narvatives for
African American and Gullah Geechee

literature, history, and lost burial sites!

Avwaztlable for layout, design, and free-lance

writing for quick projects!

Prepare Student Leaders

Wate"l' for a Diverse Workplace
Words

Poems and Stories from Ancestral Places

L
Stl'll Teaching and Advocating to

Patricia Ann West
LA gt

s T2 Edited by
L . Mary Alice Trent

Peggy Stevenson Ratliff

Chapter 13:”Creating a ‘Clap Back’
Pedagogy in HBCU Composition...”
Cambridge Scholarly Publishing.
2024

28




Meet Scholars We Have Supported Since 2017
Jrom Freshmen to Graduate Studies at 5U!

2

wil

("“\«u"j £ :\'""
i 1 Bowen Amaya Bennett
Williams -, Mitchell

Miss Aaliyah Buckholts -} _' g Miss Erianna 5. Hammond
; Then and now...

.“_?' |
o |
::h--

Mckenzie
Langston

| Tainanah Williams of
Atlanta completed her studies
at 55U in the Master of Public
Administration program. A key
quote from her application:
* “As | prepare to embark on
the next chapter of my

1 T | e - | Jjourneyin Atlanta, lam
. Yy 3] e committed to
g 2 C continuing my legacy of

D'1 a h ; - B, service, working with
G = S nonprofits, and leveraging
ﬁ ne§ Jordz i_ﬂu my skills and expertise
Anderson WcCloud 1\ LI

othe, .
Alexander Jermaine
Richardson, Jr.

of Riverdale, GA excelled in the College of
Education as an undergrad and obtained a
Masters Degree in Public Administration in
May, 2025, Al achieved this while teaching
ELA/Social Studies at Myers Middle School
in Savannah. A key statement from his
application:

* I have participated in. It has been my
lifelong objective to

| Miss Emmanuella S. Martin

Emmanuella
Martin

-

L to R President Kim Ballard-Washington, Briana Byrne,
Taneya Heath, Emmanuella Martin, and Scholarship
Chair Evans James come together at the Scholarship
unzhara B Recognition Program of the SSU Foundation on August
24,2019. The Savannah Tribune, Aug. 28, 2019.
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In Loving Memory

Patricia Carter
Connie Franchester Johnson, 1977
Lena Capers, 1981
Charles |. Abramson, May 1988
Elijah "Tank” Poythress, 1992
Myers Lee Thomas, 2000

B John W. Allen Ill, 2003

= Lucille West Lyles, 2004

2 Pamela McClary Williams, May 2005
- 1

ke Artice John Roberts, 2005
Rev. Neil Mosley, August, 2006
Deborah Evonne Ransom, 2007
Janice Pittman Duncan, June 2013
Imam Maajid Faheed Ali, March 2016
Beverly Delease Jenkins, 2017
Greer Brown Reese 2018
Andrew Lee Foster, Jr., December, 2019
Ronald E. Goodman (Goody) April 2020
Marjorie Floyd Fitzpatrick, June 2020
Peggy Oglesby Harden, June 2020
Darriel D. Bailey, August, 2020
Willie T. Green, December 2020
Marie Cherry Trice, March 2021
Lt. Commander Jon Caples, April 2022 =
Bobby Coakley, July 2, 2022
Willie M. Roberson lll, November 2022
Winston Nolen Heard, Sr. May, 2023
Dea. Eddie L. Johnson, June 2023
Alice Grissom Harvey, January 2024
PO2nd Class Eugene Anthony “"Cookie Man" Davis, March 2025
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SP 4 Melvin Bostic, Freshman
d. Oct. 7, 1972
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Savanﬂaﬂ State Unlver3|ty Hymn A 'y
Orlgmal words and music by J. Randolph Fisher and Hlllary chey

:Let us give thanks and praises to W
i‘ Our Alma Mater, S.S.U. 4 i £7 ;-‘
% .. Thine honor, pride, and eminence, ‘| !
We raise in prayerful reverence. ,ﬁ,j\
f s - 3¢
I h

g

Guide us still from day to day, . i
a0 Be Thou mindful lest we lose our w_aj'i-

% Help us know that life, short or long,
Means unceasing work for weak and strong.

Refrain

Where Savannah meets the s
Where grassy plains and palms annd
Where the Flow'rs are gems of loveliness,
There S.S.U. is found.

We adore each beauteous scene and hall,

Our all we pledge to Thee! J
In our hearts we'll build a shrine for You L

a : _..We hail Thee, S.S.U.! . -
e : b
_— Lyrical Revision by LaGina M. Frazier
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	“Glad to Be Here!”
	The Savannah State University Class of 1976
	May 7-9, 2026 Savannah, GA

	REUNION
	Events
	Thursday, May 7, 2026
	May
	Welcome Reception
	Fairfield by Marriott Inn & Suites  Hospitality Suite 201, 2nd Floor Meet and Greet; pick up gift bags. Thurs.: 4:00 -7:00 PM 5801 Abercorn Street, Savannah, 31405    =Ticket required.
	Friday, May 8, 2026
	Reunion Commencement Day!


	May
	8:30 AM- Reunion Breakfast hosted by the Office of Alumni Relations, King-Frazier Center- Wear your reunion shirt. Remember your cap and gown!
	9:00-10:45AM-Day 2 Packet Pick-up Fairfield Inn, Hospitality Suite 201, 2nd Floor
	11:45 AM- Arrival and line-up in full regalia   12:45 PM Commencement Processional  Enmarket Arena, 620 Stiles Ave., 31415
	5:00 PM Dinner, Sakura Buffet, 220 Eisenhower Dr. $16.49+tax and gratuity. Tell host you are with the Party Room group reservation, then pay cashier.

	May
	Saturday, May 9, 2026

	50th Reunion Luncheon
	12 Noon Student Union Ballrooms B-C  2nd Floor (Building next to the arena) Attire: “Casual Elegant” Benediction  Please Remain for Class Photos  Dismissal See you at homecoming!   Week of Oct. 12-17, 2026



	April 8, 2026  Dear Members of the Savannah State University Class of 1976, Welcome home, and congratulations on the celebration of your 50th Golden Reunion—a truly  historic milestone for Savannah State University.  On behalf of the University, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the SSUNAA–Class of 1976  Chapter, Inc. for your extraordinary commitment to Savannah State and for the legacy you  continue to build through service, leadership, and philanthropy. Your class embodies what it  means to be Forever a Tiger, and your impact is evident across generations of students, alumni,  and the broader SSU community.  We are honored to welcome you back to campus as you commemorate five decades since your  graduation. Your reunion offers a meaningful opportunity to reflect on your collective journey  while celebrating the profound and lasting contributions you have made to Savannah State  University and to your respective professions and communities.  Your class’s record of excellence speaks volumes—from being the first affinity chapter of the  SSU National Alumni Association, to earning numerous alumni honors, to providing more than  $50,000 in scholarships supporting undergraduate and graduate students. These  accomplishments represent just a portion of your collective impact and serve as a powerful  testament to your enduring legacy.  As Savannah State looks boldly toward the future, I also want to thank the Class of 1976 for  being an integral part of The UpRoar—a collective movement that celebrates our legacy while  advancing our shared vision for student success, institutional excellence, and impact. Your  leadership, generosity, and unwavering Tiger pride continue to help carry Savannah State  University forward, ensuring that the strength of our past fuels the promise of our future.  As you gather to celebrate this Golden Reunion, please accept my deepest appreciation for  your loyalty, generosity, and lifelong dedication to Savannah State University. We are grateful for  the path you have paved and for the inspiration you continue to provide to today’s Tigers.  Welcome back, and congratulations on this remarkable milestone!  With warm regards and Tiger pride,
	Dr. Jermaine Whirl, President
	March 30, 2026

	Greetings to the Class of 1976!
	I am elated to recognize your class for celebration of your Golden Reunion! As the Director of Emergency School Assistance in 1971 and the Counseling Center Information Officer years ago, this class was just entering-- eager and determined to excel and overcome obstacles of the time. For that reason, the Savannah State College freshmen who entered in 1972 are very special to me!
	We have all evolved since that time. As the Georgia House Representative for District 165, where the illustrious university sits, I share the pride we have for this institution, and please know, that I will forever speak up for needed state resources during my term and after. For the 2026 legislative term, Savannah State University was appropriated a total of $95, 514,521! As alumni, your presence for the annual SSU Day at the Capital made a difference. I thank you for that.
	In 50 years, I have seen your class do “unceasing work for weak and strong” and for that reason, I, along with my Georgia House colleagues, honor you during your golden anniversary.
	Please continue to work together, to advocate, to celebrate, and to represent your Class of 1976 in the legacy of Savannah State University!
	With sincere regards, Rep. Edna B. Jackson
	Congratulations to the Class of 1976  on your 50th Class Anniversary!  We at SSU are grateful for the contributions this class continues to make! Here's to the next 50!

	Marius L. Davis, '06, Director Office of Alumni Relations
	Congratulations, Class of 1976, on your 50 years of impact!
	We proudly celebrate the Class of 1976—trailblazers, leaders, educators, entrepreneurs, public servants, caregivers, and changemakers whose impact has been felt across families, communities, and generations.
	As your Southern Region Vice President, I honor: · Your achievements and perseverance · Your leadership and service · Your lasting contributions to Savannah State University and the world
	As you commemorate this golden milestone, we celebrate not only where you have been—but the paths you paved for those who followed.
	Cassundra E. Huntley SSUNAA Southern Region Vice President Class of 1995

	Celebrating the Class of 1976 —  50 Golden Years! ✨ Congratulations to the Savannah State University Class of 1976 on reaching this extraordinary milestone. Fifty years of transforming the knowledge gained during our Savannah State College days into lives filled with purpose, achievement, and Tiger Pride. Today, we honor the memories made, the friendships cherished, and the dedication that has carried you through this remarkable journey. What an incredible legacy you continue to build. Cheers to 50 years of success, service, and excellence! A heartfelt thank you to the SSUNAA Class of 1976 Chapter for selecting me as your 2025 Alumni Queen. Your support and encouragement mean the world to me, and I am truly honored to represent such an outstanding class.

	With gratitude and Tiger Pride,  Dorothy Kirkland McCarr  2025-2026 SSUNAA Class of 1976 Chapter Queen  2025-2026 SSUNAA National Queen
	Facts at 50!
	Congratulations from  Reginald Campbell!
	“Thank you, Savannah State College, for shaping my future.”

	Congratulations to SSUNAA – Class of 1976  On your 50th Anniversary
	From the legacy of  Samuel & Lillie Mae Chisholm  of Savannah, GA Geneva Redmond McCormick - c/o 1961 Christine Chisholm-Flowers - c/o 1969 Samuel Chisholm Jr - c/o 1973 Jackie Chisholm-Sheffield - c/o 1974 Richard Chisholm - c/o 1976 Angela Chisholm - c/o 1983 Carol Chisholm-Houston - c/o 1986 Jajuana Chisholm – c/o 2002 Kristina Ferrebee – c/o 2007

	Congratulations to Mary Allen Mack-  Big Sister & Auntie
	50 Years Of Impact, Innovation, and Inspiration
	Love Shanta, Lashonda, Christina, Serena, Jasmine, Kaison & Lulu
	The South Florida Chapter of SSUNAA CONGRATULATES the Class of 1976 on their 50th Reunion.  We wish you continued success. With Tiger Pride & We are Tiger Strong!!!!!!!!!!!!!!



	Take flight with Georgia’s Finest Cochran Pecans! https://www.cochranfamilyfarm.com/
	Congratulations to the Class of 1976 on 50 years of service and support to our beloved Savannah State University.
	Thank you for always being the chapter that we can all count on. May God continue to bless each of you.

	Keynote speaker  Retired Captain Donnie L. Cochran May 9, 2026
	Program “Glad to Be Here: Celebrating Our Golden Year” Keynote Speaker CAPT. Donnie L. Cochran USN (Ret)
	Presiding Anne McGhee Clark Spencer E. White, III, Musician
	Continue Being an Inspiration to the Association!
	Congratulations to the  Class of 1976 on 50 years of serving and supporting Savannah State University!
	Mr. Kenneth M. Dandy Metro Atlanta Chapter Member GAAHBSU Chair
	Congratulations on your 5Oth Anniversary SSU Class of 1976!  A special congratulations to a woman who has set the standards for education and leadership- Mary Mack!  Your family and friends are immensely proud of your continued service to your HBCU, SSU. She will continue to mold ,inspire and empower the generations of future alumni to continue the Legacy of the Elite SSU!!

	From the Mack and Wilson Family and Friends
	Golden. Timeless. Legendary. Congratulations to Mrs. Mary Mack  and the Savannah State University Class of 1976 on 50 remarkable years!  Your journey is a testament to perseverance, excellence, and Tiger pride. May this celebration be filled with joy, reflection, and gratitude.
	Enjoy! Love, Michael and Karen Scott
	Congratulations to my amazing Aunt Mary Allen Mack and the Savannah State University Class of 1976 on celebrating your Golden (50th) Graduation Anniversary!
	Fifty years of legacy, excellence, and impact is something truly special. Your dedication, perseverance, and achievements continue to inspire generations that follow. We celebrate not only your milestone but also the powerful history and pride of the Savannah State Class of ’76.
	Here’s to the memories, the friendships, and the lasting legacy you all created. Congratulations and enjoy this well-deserved celebration!

	We love you… Pam & Cleo Strong – Hoover, AL
	Congratulations to the Class of 1976 and  Brother Evans James  on your 50th year reunion!
	From Alpha Phi Omega Fraternity “Sometimes you will never know the value of a moment until it becomes a memory.”  Congratulations !!!
	Congratulations and Best Wishes!
	Captain Frank J. Smith, USN (Retired)

	Make every day amazing and know that Kindness always has a way of coming back to you. GOD Bless!!
	In loving Memory of Mrs. Gwendolyn T. Conyers Class of 1948
	Mr. and Mrs. John Milline Oaklynn and Oshea John, 2006; Leslie, 2008
	Audrey C Rhodes, Class of 1976, Luther Conyers, Class of 1948 Luthenya C Wright, Class of 1976
	Herman Wright, Class of 1975 with Luthemya


	Congratulations SSU Class of 1976
	Best wishes to us-- The SSU Class of 1976!
	Best Wishes to All My Classmates! Savannah State University 1976-2026 from Classmate Patricia Ann West  50 Golden Years!
	Retired SSU Assistant Professor of English, Savannah State University
	Published Author
	Writing and presenting on new narratives for African American and Gullah Geechee literature, history, and lost burial sites!
	Available for layout, design, and free-lance writing for quick projects!

	Meet Scholars We Have Supported Since 2017 from Freshmen to Graduate Studies at SSU!
	Amaya Bennett
	ShaMyah Williams
	Omeriah Mitchell
	Shakyah Williams
	Iandia Bowen
	Braxton Chadwick
	Mckenzie Langston

	Serena Burkart
	Dianah Anderson
	Sydnee Jordan-McCloud


	Jinorri Wilson
	Emmanuella Martin

	Nigel Smith, Jr.
	Khalia  Knighton
	T’Ziyah Johnson
	Sunzhara Banks


	In Loving Memory
	Patricia Carter Connie Franchester Johnson, 1977 Lena Capers, 1981 Charles I. Abramson, May 1988 Elijah “Tank” Poythress, 1992 Myers Lee Thomas, 2000 John W. Allen III, 2003 Lucille West Lyles, 2004 Pamela McClary Williams, May 2005 Artice John Roberts, 2005 Rev. Neil Mosley, August, 2006 Deborah Evonne Ransom, 2007 Janice Pittman Duncan, June 2013 Imam Maajid Faheed Ali, March 2016 Beverly Delease Jenkins, 2017 Greer Brown Reese 2018 Andrew Lee Foster, Jr., December, 2019 Ronald E. Goodman (Goody) April 2020 Marjorie Floyd Fitzpatrick, June 2020 Peggy Oglesby Harden, June 2020 Darriel D. Bailey, August, 2020 Willie T. Green, December 2020 Marie Cherry Trice, March 2021 Lt. Commander Jon Caples, April 2022 Bobby Coakley, July 2, 2022  Willie M. Roberson III, November 2022 Winston Nolen Heard, Sr. May, 2023 Dea. Eddie L. Johnson, June 2023 Alice Grissom Harvey, January 2024   PO2nd Class Eugene Anthony “Cookie Man” Davis, March 2025
	Savannah State University Hymn Original words and music by J. Randolph Fisher and Hillary Hatchett
	Let us give thanks and praises to Our Alma Mater, S.S.U. Thine honor, pride, and eminence, We raise in prayerful reverence.
	Guide us still from day to day, Be Thou mindful lest we lose our way; Help us know that life, short or long, Means unceasing work for weak and strong.
	Refrain
	Where Savannah meets the sea, Where grassy plains and palms abound, Where the Flow'rs are gems of loveliness, There S.S.U. is found. We adore each beauteous scene and hall, Our all we pledge to Thee! In our hearts we'll build a shrine for You
	We hail Thee, S.S.U.!
	Lyrical Revision by LaGina M. Frazier
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